
 
 

MELISSA SWEET BIO: Melissa Sweet has illustrated over 100 books as well as many toys, 

puzzles, and games for eeBoo. Her work has been in magazines, on greeting cards and as 

drawings on her living room walls. She has received numerous awards including two 

Caldecott honors: A RIVER OF WORDS: THE STORY OF WILLIAM CARLOS WILLIAMS and for 

THE RIGHT WORD: ROGET 

AND HIS THESAURUS, both by Jen Bryant. 

 
Melissa has written four books: CARMINE: A LITTLE MORE RED, a New York Times 

Best Illustrated book; TUPELO RIDES THE RAILS; BALLOONS OVER BROADWAY: THE 

TRUE STORY OF THE PUPPETEER OF MACY’S PARADE, a 

Sibert Award winner for informational books, an NCTE Orbis Pictus winner for 

outstanding nonfiction, and the Cook Prize for STEM picture book. Her most recent 

book, SOME WRITER! THE STORY OF E. B. WHITE was a New York 

Times Best Seller and garnered an NCTE Orbis Pictus award and a Boston Globe– Horn Book 

honor for nonfiction. 



 

 

LOCATION: Portland, Maine 

PUBLISHERS: Candlewick Press; HarperCollins; Houghton Mifflin Harcourt; Simon 

and Schuster; Penguin Random House 

CLIENT LIST: eeBoo; Martha Stewart Living; New York Times; Travel and Leisure; 

Yankee Magazine 

LATEST BOOK: CELIA PLANTED A GARDEN: The Story Of Celia Thaxter And Her Island 

Garden. By Phyllis Root and Gary D. Schmidt, Art by Melissa Sweet, Candlewick, May 2022 

 

NOTABLE HONORS:  

■ New York Times Best Seller, SOME WRITER! THE STORY OF E.B. WHITE 

■ New York Times Best Illustrated: 2005, CARMINE: A LITTLE MORE RED; 2008, A 

RIVER OF WORDS: THE STORY OF WILLIAM CARLOS WILLIAMS 

■ Caldecott Honor Winner: 2009, A RIVER OF WORDS; 2015, THE RIGHT 

WORD both books written by Jen Bryant 

■ Carle Honors: 2019; Artist, for lifelong innovation in the field 

 
CONTACT:  

■ Speaking Engagements, Events and School Visits: Contact Melissa Sweet at: 
hello@melissasweet.net 

 

KEY LINKS:  

Website Instagram  
 

Melissa Sweet books can be found at local independent bookstores, 

through Indie Bound, Barnes and Noble, Amazon, and at your local library. 

https://www.indiebound.org/search/book?keys=author%3ARoot%2C%20Phyllis
https://www.indiebound.org/search/book?keys=author%3ASchmidt%2C%20Gary%20D.
https://www.indiebound.org/search/book?keys=author%3ASweet%2C%20Melissa
mailto:hello@melissasweet.net
https://www.melissasweet.net/
https://www.instagram.com/melissasweetillustrator/
https://www.indiebound.org/search/book?keys=Melissa+Sweet
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/melissa%20sweet/_/N-8q8
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Melissa+Sweet+author+illustrator&i=stripbooks&crid=2ZWSEXX3RTR5T&sprefix=melissa+sweet+author+illustrator%2Cstripbooks%2C65&ref=nb_sb_noss
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